
85TH ANNIVERSARY  
FUNDRAISING APPEAL

Help us make waves and cover our  
pool for all-year swimming!

SPLASHERS
A freestyle of...



ALL-YEAR SWIMMING!
HELP US ACHIEVE



Dulwich Cranbrook is celebrating 
its 85th anniversary, a milestone year 
filled with exciting celebrations, as 
we reflect on our journey and look 
towards the future. 

Dulwich has a rich history of 
proactive and dynamic change, 
dating right back to its foundation 
in 1885. Dulwich Prep London 
opened at the suggestion of the 
Head Master of Dulwich College 
with just 13 pupils.

This number quickly grew and in 
1938 when its then Head Master 
John Leakey anticipated the 
outbreak of war, he had over  
200 boys needing a safer school.

He brought the very first pupils to 
Cranbrook then just a house and 
several fields with tents in 1939.

After the war, the Cranbrook  
site continued as a second, linked  
school, Dulwich Prep Cranbrook.  
In the 1950s Dulwich was again 
ahead of the curve, introducing  
a girls’ section of the school. 

John Leakey was one of those 
controversial figures who believed  
it may be beneficial to educate  
girls as well as their brothers.

By the 1970s, the girls’ and boys’ 
sections of Dulwich Prep Cranbrook 
were combined into one of Kent’s 
first coeducational prep schools. 
50 years on, Dulwich Cranbrook  
is still pioneering.

In September 2023 we opened 
our Senior School. After less  
than a year of building work, 
our redesigned Coursehorn  
building welcomed our first  
Senior pupils. We currently have 
our first Year 10 cohort who are 
now on their GCSE journey and 
will continue with us through to 
Summer 2026 when we will have 
our first ever GCSE results.

Dulwich Cranbrook continues  
to take a forward-thinking 
approach to the individual care, 
encouragement, inspiration  
and future success of every single 
child at Dulwich Cranbrook.

Join us in celebrating 85 years  
of pioneering by ensuring our  
children can swim all year round 85 YEARS OF 
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A rich history and tradition



THE CHALLENGE

A school that grows  
with its pupils
Dulwich Cranbrook is best  
thought of as three schools in  
one; Early Years, Prep and Senior. 

At every stage of a child’s  
education, we offer an inspiring, 
age-relevant and nurturing 
environment – combined with the 
resources, facilities and community 
of something much larger.

We often talk about how our 
buildings ‘grow with the children’. 
By which we mean, at every  
stage of education we offer age-
appropriate facilities designed  
to inspire, engage and enrich  
school life. 

Our swimming pools are one  
such facility that require the  
next phase of development to  
cater for our growing school. 

The Challenge:  
A pool for half the year
Our swimming pools are used 
widely from April to October for 
swimming lessons, competitive 
galas and swimathons.

We currently have three top 10 
IAPS swimmers and an U13 
National Prep Schools Triathlon 
Champion, and would love 
the opportunity to build our 
competitive squads and allow them 
to train on site all year round.

While our swimming pools are an 
integral part of our school life, they 
can only be used in the warmer 
months between April and October. 
This limits the opportunities we 
can give to our existing and future 
families. A new roof over our main 
swimming pool will considerably 
improve our green status and 
provide a positive impact on the 
local community.

First purpose built sports complex 
in 1990, following our Golden 
Anniversary Development Appeal.

Nash House Pool in the 1950s Unheated Coursehorn Pool in the 1960s

Swimming lessons from April to October 

U13 National Prep Schools Triathlon Champion

Charity swimathons and galas

3x top 10 I APS swimmers



A roof for year- 
round swimming
Our vision is simple: we are  
aiming to put a roof over our  
main swimming pool and give  
our children the ability to swim  
all year long.

With a new roof, we’ll be able 
to offer swimming throughout 
the academic year, allowing our 
swimmers to continue training  
and inspire the next generation  
of champions. 

This will also enrich school life, 
promote wellbeing, and foster  
a love for swimming in all  
our children.

- �Year-round swimming will 
nurture our talented swimmers 
and allow them to compete at  
the highest levels. Imagine 
how many more top 10 IAPS 
swimmers we could produce  
with a covered pool!

- �For every child, regular  
swimming lessons will enrich  
our curriculum, instil a love  
for the sport and promote  
lifelong health.

- �By sharing our upgraded  
facilities, we will build stronger 
ties with our local community, 
bringing more opportunities to 
children in the area and fostering 
a spirit of teamwork and growth.

Community  
outreach
We will share our upgraded 
swimming facilities with the  
local community, offering access 
to local schools and organisations 
around Cranbrook. 

This will allow us to inspire  
even more children and  
adults in the area, sharing  
our values of teamwork,  
wellness and excellence.

HOW YOU CAN HELP...
All offers of support are welcome,  
if you would like to discuss more  
about how you can be involved,  
please do get in touch with: 
  
The School Development Team 
development@dulwichcranbrook.org 
01580 712179

We will gratefully acknowledge all  
gifts and there are many opportunities 
within the scope of this project to  
record the generosity of donors. 

Please follow us on social media  
to stay updated on our progress  
and celebrations this year!

THE SOLUTION

Fundraising appeal
To kick-start this journey, we are 
aiming to raise £85,000 during  
our 85th anniversary year. 

Your donation, no matter the  
size, will bring us one step  
closer to creating a lasting  
legacy for our children and 
community.

Thank you for taking the time 
to consider our plans and our 
fundraising appeal. If you wish  
to make a donation, there are  
many ways in which you can  
do this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Address 
Dulwich Cranbrook 
Coursehorn 
Cranbrook, Kent 
TN17 3NP

PLEASE DONATE HERE

www.dulwichcranbrook.org/ 
our-stories/85th-anniversary



THANK YOU!
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A history of changemakers
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