A maschief of...




A warm welcome...

Life at Nash House is all about nurturing
happy, independent children who are confident
in themselves and eager to explore.

We make learning fun by
igniting children’s natural
curiosity, encouraging them to
take risks, and supporting them
to master fundamental skills.

Myrs Clare Mackie
Head of Prep

Mprs Claire Grieves

Deputy Head
(Nash House/EYFS)

With state-of-the-art indoor
and outdoor classrooms, a safe
but challenging playground
and 50 acres to explore —

Nash House has been designed
with the development of young
children in mind. It has a calm
and relaxed atmosphere where
natural materials and soothing
colours, together with lots of
natural light, create the perfect
environment for learning

through play.

We offer excellent pastoral care,
an individualised approach to
learning, and experienced staff
who work in partnership with
our parents to create a healthy,

happy space for every child.

We look forward to welcoming
you to Nash House to share all
we have to offer.




Exploratory and play based learning

Our children love to explore — inside and outside the
classroom — developing their ideas through purposeful
play, using open-ended resources, and going wherever
their imaginations take them.

Dedicated staff enhance the children’s learning by creating
opportunities for problem solving and teamwork in a

safe and nurturing environment. While our skills-based
curriculum ensures a lifelong passion for learning.

An individualised
approach

All our classes are small with
a maximum of 20 children in
one session.

In addition to the class teacher,
each class has at least one
assigned teaching assistant
(depending on the age range
of the children in the class).

These small, well-staffed classes
ensure individual attention

for all children, drawing on
their interests and experiences,
creating learning opportunities
tailor made for them which
stretch and challenge

their thinking.

In some subjects, children
benefit from working in small
groups with peers who are at

a similar level of development,
creating opportunities for
teamwork and discussion. These
are led by both teachers and
teaching assistants.

'The children are set individual
targets each term, which are
shared with parents, and in the
Summer Term, the Reception
children are challenged with
coming up with their own
targets with their teacher’s
guidance.

Each child’s progress is
monitored closely through
observations and a variety of
assessments, and teaching is
constantly reviewed and adapted.

Nash House staft work closely
together and between year
groups, ensuring each child is
understood as an individual.

Parent dialogue

We pride ourselves in having
a close relationship with both
our pupils and their families,
creating a strong sense of
community.

We want every parent, carer,
child, and family member to feel
part of our community, creating
a high sense of well-being for
every child.

Our door is always open, and

parents are positively encouraged
to join our weekly assemblies,
craft mornings, evening talks
and other annual events such

as our Christmas entertainment
and Sports Afternoon.

Parents are encouraged to view
our online platform “Tapestry”
which offers a cohesive and
collaborative approach to their
child’s learning journey.

Furthermore, there are Parents’
Evenings in the Autumn and
Spring Terms for all year groups.
Nursery and Reception pupils
will receive a school report in
the Summer Term, whilst our
Fledgling group will have an

additional Parents’ Evening.



OUR TEAM OF SPECIALISTS

The children spend
much of their time
with their class teacher
and teaching assistant.

'They cover the areas of learning
in the EYFS (Early Years
Foundation Stage) which we
link together in our holistic
curriculum. Specialist teachers
are introduced at Nursery

and Reception.

Physical Education

Physical Education is

a significant part of the
curriculum, and the Nursery
children enjoy a PE lesson
once a week, increasing

to twice weekly for our
Reception pupils.

Skills and games introduced
vary from gymnastics and
dance to rugby, pop-lacrosse,
football and swimming.

The lessons take place on our

sports pitches and in our own
large Nash House Hall. Our
Fledgling group focus on gross
motor skills with activities
such as balancing, ball skills,
dance and riding trikes and
balance bikes.

Music

In Music there is a strong focus
on learning traditional nursery
rhymes and songs for all year
groups. Nursery and Reception
classes benefit from a specialist
music lesson each week

where they explore percussion
instruments and musical
concepts such as high/low
pitch, fast/slow tempo, and
how to clap a rhythm.

Children are introduced to
various genres of music. The
Fledgling group also explore
similar concepts in class at their
own level delivered by their
group leaders. All children grow
in confidence by performing to
an audience, singing at Form
Showings and in Open Music
Lessons, as well as other musical
events throughout the year.

French Language

French Language is taught
weekly to Nursery children,

in a short fun session focussing
on key vocabulary through
song and use of puppets.

'This is extended by the inclusion
of a French yoga session for our
Reception children combining
movement with key vocabulary.

Library

Our Library features in
children’s learning at least once
a week. We have frequent visits
by authors and illustrators with
interactive hands-on sessions for
the children, instilling a lifelong
love of stories and reading.

Art

Art features every day in
Nash House. All children
are encouraged to express
themselves freely with the
opportunity to experience
a range of different forms
such as clay, painting,
modelling, sewing etc.

We have visits by artists to
inspire the children, and
children learn about different
techniques, before having a go
at creating their own artworks
in a particular style.

'The children’s work is displayed
for all to admire in classrooms
and corridors, further enhancing

the pride they feel in their work.




THE EXTENDED CLASSROOM

With their own
dedicated playground,
all Nash House
children are safe

to run free, grow
vegetables, climb
castles, cook mud
pies, race trikes,

slide, hide, hug trees
and each other!

They also frequently explore
further afield, bravely
undertaking expeditions around
our beautiful woodlands and
extensive school grounds to

seek fortune and glory. We love
building campfires, making dens,
looking for flora and fauna, and
going for scavenger hunts.

We enjoy forest bathing and
cloud watching to awaken all
our senses. These activities

are particularly important for
our Fledgling group, helping
to develop their co-ordination
and gross motor skills —
climbing over logs and jumping
in muddy puddles.

'The children have the
opportunity to watch caterpillars
grow, help release the butterflies,
and watch eggs hatch. Our
worm dance is also a popular
activity, teasing the worms out
of the ground and learning

to gently handle them to be
observed in our wormery.

Older pupils in the school are
encouraged to engage with

the Nash House children and
opportunities are created for
the younger children to watch
performances from the older
children, or to have a story read
to them by more senior pupils.

'The Nursery children venture a
little further afield and explore
our local fruit and flower farms,
learning about the harvest.

Reception Children explore
how a Post Office works and go
behind the scenes as they post
their letters to Father Christmas,
tollowed by biscuit making at a
local café.

Other outings might include
visits to Tyland Barn, part of the
Kent Wildlife Trust, or Bore
Place to learn about biodiversity
and sustainability. We vary the
outings, dependent on our topics
of learning and the interests of
the cohort.

The Reception children also
benefit from two days of cycling
tuition from “Cycle Ready”.

In Nash House we often

arrange visits from the local
Police and Fire Brigade and
doctors and dentists. In addition,
the children enjoy visiting
workshops from “West End

in Schools” and “ZooLab” to
broaden their interest and
experience.

ANURTURING ENVIRONMENT

Feeling safe and
happy, with a high
level of well-being
LS our priority

and underpins

our thinking in
everything that
we do.

Our children benefit from an
engaging environment where they
can build positive relationships
with peers and adults. Each child
is allocated a key person, usually
the class teacher or room leader.

Weekly pastoral meetings
between staft allow concerns
to be raised and actions swiftly
implemented.

Circle Time helps the children
talk about various feelings and
scenarios are adapted to suit
individual children’s needs or
concerns such as moving house,
a new baby in the family, or
other life events.

Reception children are introduced
to our Whole School iSpace
Wellbeing Programme which
equips pupils with the tools

to recognise and talk about

their feelings. Children learn

to regulate their emotions and
behaviour for learning, moving
from co-regulation in Fledglings
to self-regulation in Reception.

We track children’s progress using
the ‘Leuven Scales’ of well-being
and involvement. If needed,
action plans are produced and
shared with parents and carers.

Finally, our Place2Be counsellors
provide additional help

for children and parents who

might benefit.




Dulwich Cranbrook have a history of
fostering the unique talents and abilities
of every single child we care for.

Join our changemakers

For more information or
to arrange a personal visit
to our wonderful school,
please get in touch.

Contact

Dulwich Cranbrook
Coursehorn, Cranbrook

Kent TN17 3NP

01580 712179
lite@dulwichcranbrook.org
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A history of changemakers



