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A warm welcome...

I have always valued schools 
which bring out the best in their 
pupils, enabling them to feel 
empowered to steer their own 
unique educational pathway.

Dulwich Cranbrook is one 
of those schools. Our new 
Senior School offers a dynamic 
curriculum which gives every 
pupil the opportunity to discover 
their passions, supported by  
a culture of high expectation  
and praise. 

Dulwich will equip its pupils 
with the skill set, confidence 
and drive to forge a future-ready 
path for themselves, and the 
humility to value the community 
which supports them to do so.

I look forward to welcoming  
you through our doors soon  
and providing an insight into  
all that we offer.

Mrs Sophie Bradshaw 
Head

At Dulwich Cranbrook, every child is 
furnished with the skills and confidence  
they need, empowering them to steer  
their own unique educational pathway.

Welcome from  
our Senior School  
Heads of Year...

Year 9 is such an important 
year as students look in earnest 
towards their GCSEs, and we 
are so lucky at Dulwich that 
we have been able to design it 
accordingly. All of our Year 9 
students have the opportunity 
to try out the full range of our 
curriculum in the Autumn Term 
before making truly informed 
and supported choices for  
their GCSEs. 

Students in Years 9, 10 and 11 
are based in our newest building, 
in and around the brand-new 
Henley Café, a space designed 
and built just for them, in which 
they can relax, study or eat lunch 
in a more adult setting. 

They also benefit from an 
extended day option, wherein 
they can choose to use the 
Henley Café and other areas 
for evening study, helping them 
to stay organised and keep 
schoolwork at school, should 
they wish. 

It’s not all about study, however, 
as our senior students also have 
the chance to take part in a 
wide range of extra-curricular 
activities and trips, including 
CCF, Duke of Edinburgh, Chess 
Club and of course a variety 
of Creative Arts and Sport 
Clubs. Typical trips for our Year 
9 students include a STEM 
careers tour of a Formula One 
studio, a matinee performance 
in the West End, Sicily for 
our Geography and Classics 
students, and plans are in place 
for an exciting trip to Iceland. 

At Dulwich, we understand that 
Year 9 students are young adults 
and our aim is to give them the 
space and independence they 
crave, as well as the support and 
nurture that they still need, in 
readiness for the important work 
they will do in Years 10 and 11. 

We look forward to welcoming 
you to Dulwich to see all that we 
have to offer.

Dr Leo Mitchell 
Mr Matt Roche

SUPPORT



Academic life
- �The beginning of the GCSE 

curriculum in core subjects

- �A chance to decide on the 
most suitable subject profile  
to take forward into Year 10

- �A totally individual, pupil-led 
options process

- �Deeper understanding 
of possible further study, 
specialism, careers, enterprise 
opportunity and employment

- �Small class sizes

- �Specialist subject drop-in 
sessions for those considering 
subject at GCSE

- �Two specialist SENCOs with 
subject specialism

Pupil wellbeing
Form tutors
- �A dedicated Form Tutor who 

will oversee individual progress 
and wellbeing, helping them to 
navigate the demands of Year 
9 and support their passions

- �Head of Year overseeing  
Year 9 experience

- �Individual Support Tutors 
working one-to-one with 
pupils when appropriate

Place2Be
Access to a leading school 
counselling and mental  
health service:

- �Place2Talk – drop-in sessions, 
including self-referral, which 
may lead to one-to-one 
counselling, if required

- �Place2Be – one-to-one weekly 
counselling sessions, arranged 
in consultation with parents

Beyond the classroom
Co-curricular activities
Co-curricular offer to include:

- �The Duke of Edinburgh 
programme (bronze level) – 
physical, skill, volunteering 
and an overnight camp

- ��Combined Cadet Force, 
hosted at Cranbrook School 
on Friday afternoons, which 
includes outdoor education 
trips and camping experiences

Trips and visits
- �Induction STEM careers trip 

including tour of the Formula 
One Studio and a matinee 
performance

- �Residential trips include 
Outdoor Education trip, CCF 
camp and DofE expedition

- �Other optional trips include 
an international trip (Italy  
or Spain) and a ski trip

YEAR 9

Individual growth
- A marked increase in individual responsibility
- �Less direct supervision from staff in free times
- �Daily access to the Henley Café for socialising and quiet study
- �Volunteering opportunities (required for DofE)
- �Career networking opportunities, including individual 

mentorships involving parents and alumni



Academic life
- �The beginning of the GCSE 

curriculum in core subjects

- �A chance to embrace 
individual, pupil-led  
GCSE options

- �Comprehensive careers and 
future aspirations programme

- �Small class sizes

- Tailored GCSE masterclasses

- �Two specialist SENCOs with 
subject specialism

Pupil wellbeing
Form tutors
- �A dedicated Form Tutor who 

will oversee individual progress 
and wellbeing, helping them 
to navigate the demands of  
the GCSE years and support 
their passions

- �Head of Years 10–11 
overseeing their experience

- �Individual Support Tutors 
working one-to-one with 
pupils when appropriate to  
fill any GCSE learning gaps

Place2Be
Access to a leading school 
counselling and mental  
health service:

- �Place2Talk – drop-in sessions, 
including self-referral, which 
may lead to one-to-one 
counselling, if required

- �Place2Be – one-to-one weekly 
counselling sessions, arranged 
in consultation with parents

Beyond the classroom
Co-curricular activities
Further increase of co-curricular 
offer to include:

- �The Duke of Edinburgh 
programme – physical, skill, 
volunteering and an overnight 
camp

- ��Combined Cadet Force, 
hosted at Cranbrook School 
on Friday afternoons, which 
will also include outdoor 
education trips and camping 
experiences

Trips and visits
- �Careers trips, theatre trips and 

workshops throughout the year

- �Residential trips include 
Outdoor Education trip, CCF 
camp and DofE expedition

- �Other optional trips planned 
include a History trip to 
Berlin, an Art & French trip 
to Paris and a Classics & 
Geography trip to Sicily

- �The popular school ski trip

YEARS 10–11

Individual growth
- �Pupils take on significant responsibilities including prefectships
- �Opportunities to take the lead in areas of the school e.g. solos  

in concerts and services, main parts in the annual musical
- �Daily access to the Henley Café for socialising and quiet study
- �Volunteering opportunities (required for DofE)
- �Career networking opportunities



Our GCSE curriculum matches 
our whole school emphasis on 
individualism and ambition. 
On the one hand, it allows 
students to construct a bespoke 
programme of study, maximising 
the chances of enjoyment  
and success. 

On the other hand, our core 
curriculum ensures that students 
have the expected range of 
GCSE subjects to satisfy future 
entry requirements.

At Dulwich Cranbrook, most 
students study nine GCSEs as 
standard and ten if they choose 
Further Maths or apply to  
study an additional subject.  
We wish to emphasise quality 
over quantity. 

Universities and employers  
are far more interested in the 
grades students achieve at 
GCSE than the number of 
qualifications taken. 

This is especially important given 
that recent reform to GCSEs 
means more content to learn and 
more skills to master than has 
previously been the case.

We are a proudly academic 
school, but we also take seriously 
our duty to prepare students to 
do more than pass examinations. 
Therefore, students will take 
our ‘Leadership and Life Skills’ 
course alongside their GCSEs. 

Throughout the various 
modules, students will sharpen 
their study habits, learn vital 
employability skills, and develop 
an understanding of leadership 
and collaboration. 

Overall, the ‘Leadership and 
Life Skills’ course will ensure 
they are ‘real-world ready’  
and encourage them to  
engage critically with the  
world around them.

Students are fully supported 
as they choose their GCSE 
subjects during Year 9. In the 
Autumn Term we hold a  
GCSE Options Evening to  
start this process. 

Following that, individual 
conversations with Form Tutors, 
Head of Year and senior staff 
members, allow students and 
their parents to make informed 
choices. We offer advice and 
guidance at every step to  
ensure the best outcome for  
each student.

OUR APPROACH TO GCSEs



OUR GCSE CURRICULUM

Our core curriculum seeks to 
provide students with solid 
foundations for further study 
and beyond.

Core Curriculum – 
Examined:
- � English Language
- � English Literature
- � Mathematics 
- � Biology
- � Chemistry
- � Physics

Core Curriculum –  
Non-Examined:
- � �‘Leadership & Life Skills’ 

Course
- � �Personal, Social, Health and 

Economic (PSHE) Education
- � �Physical Education

Free-Choice Optional 
GCSE Subjects:
Most students choose three 
subjects from the following list: 

- � Classical Civilisation
- � Computer Science
- � Dance
- � �Design Technology:  

3D Design
- � Drama
- � Fine Art
- � French
- � Geography
- � History 
- � Latin 
- � Music
- � Physical Education
- � �Religious Studies,  

Philosophy & Ethics
- � Spanish
- � Textile Design

The ‘free choice’ 
nature of our 
programme  
means that you 
could theoretically 
choose all arts 
subjects, or study 
three languages or 
feast on a diet of 
humanities should 
you wish to.



Our vast and varied co-curricular 
programme gives every pupil 
the opportunity to discover their 
passions, find their strengths and 
personalise their week. It is a 
vital component of Dulwich life, 
in order to equip children with 
the skillset, confidence and drive 
to forge a future-ready path  
for themselves.

Our co-curricular programme 
has at its core, Art, Music, 
Drama and Sport but 
extends well beyond these 
into interest clubs, outdoor 
education and super-
curricular activities.

Dulwich Inspires!
Dulwich has always had an 
excellent reputation for Sport. 
Our broad Sports offer strikes 
a balance between traditional, 
competitive team sports and 
individual sports and pursuits. 
Our aim: to ensure every pupil 
feels inspired to pursue a healthy 
and active lifestyle in a way 
which is right for them.

In delivering that aim, 
our pupils can choose from 
competitive fixtures (which 
90% do) or opt for our Dulwich 
Inspires! programme. Mountain 
Biking, Sailing, Windsurfing 
and Water Polo are among 
many alternative options which 
enable our pupils to challenge 
themselves and experience 
success in an alternative to  
team fixtures.

Performance Experience
Every pupil has the opportunity 
to perform, helping them to 
develop confidence, individuality 
and a sense of pride in their 
achievements. 

We run informal concerts each 
term, involving both solo and 
ensemble performers. And the 
highlight of our music calendar 

– our Whole School Concerts – 
take place in our main theatre 
space twice a year, in the 
Autumn and Summer terms.

Personal Growth
Whether it’s through our 
inspiring selection of after-
school clubs, our regular 
concerts, or academic 
enrichment opportunities, we 
give every pupil the opportunity 
and encouragement they need 
to develop into well-rounded, 
confident individuals. 

Through our School Council, 
Food Council, and Eco Council, 
every pupil can have their 
say on the things that matter 
most to them, and develop the 
confidence to know that their 
voice will be heard. We also run 
guided sessions in Form time 
where pupils learn to exchange 
views and listen to others’ 
opinions respectfully, often 
in response to a conundrum 
they’ve been asked to resolve 
collaboratively. 

EXTENDED DAY

Dulwich Cranbrook offers  
flexible extended day options,  
to help busy families manage  
the logistics of juggling work, 
home and school life.

Years 9 – 11
- �Breakfast available  

from 7.15am

- �School day runs until  
4pm or 5.30pm (when 
minibuses depart)

- �Evening tea in the  
Henley Café or Morrison 
Gallery until 6pm

- �Study time until 8pm

School transport
Our morning and afternoon 
bus service provides that extra 
bit of support to busy families, 
particularly those who may live 
slightly further away from school. 

The buses cover a large 
catchment, with a particular 
focus on Tunbridge Wells and 
local stations including Marden 
and Staplehurst. Return routes 
depart school at 5.30pm, with 
flexibility to account for late-
running sports fixtures.

All of our bus drivers are  
DBS checked.

After-school clubs
We offer an exciting after-
school clubs programme 
which, with the exception 
of clubs run by external 
providers, are provided 
without additional charge.

These clubs help pupils 
explore new experiences, 
discover what things they 
enjoy most, and allow them to 
extend their interests further.

– Drama 
– Art 
– Music 
– Coding 
– Animation 
– Rubik’s Cube 
– War Games 
– Sport 
– Gardening 
– Eco 
– Chess 
– Sewing 
– DT 
– Fencing 
– Ballet 
– Tennis 
– Yoga 
– Climbing 
– Pop up clubs 
– Women in STEM 
– Science meets Art 
– Young Entrepreneurs

CO-CURRICULAR



CHANGEMAKERS
Dulwich Cranbrook have a history of  
fostering the unique talents and abilities  
of every single child we care for. 

Join our changemakers
For more information or  
to arrange a personal visit  
to our wonderful school,  
please get in touch.

Contact
Dulwich Cranbrook 
Coursehorn, Cranbrook  
Kent TN17 3NP

01580 712179 
life@dulwichcranbrook.org



Dulwich Cranbrook, Coursehorn, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3NP 
Telephone 01580 712179  |  admissions@dulwichcranbrook.org  |  dulwichcranbrook.org

A history of changemakers
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