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A cheer of...

YEARS 5–6



FRIENDSHIP
Years 5 and 6 are located in our 
Upper Prep building, a supportive 
environment where children 
are encouraged to become more 
independent, as they reach the 
final years of Prep. 

During these crucial years, pupils 
continue to benefit from small 
class sizes with a strong focus 
on individualised learning – 
provided by their Form Teacher, 
specialist subject teachers, and 
with additional support from our 
Learning Support department.

Education, however, is by no 
means restricted to the classroom 
during these all-important years. 

We offer an extensive programme 
of clubs and residential trips – 
often with a focus on outdoor 
learning – designed to enrich the 
curriculum, build their confidence, 
and broaden their horizons.

We are great advocates of 
a collaborative and unified 
approach to learning and 
acknowledge the pivotal role 
parents play in their children’s 
education, and our wider school 
community. 

We offer a wide variety of 
opportunities for parents to 
connect with us, and to gain 
an insight into their child’s 
development and school life.  
Our wrap-around care, boarding 
and bus service also provide  
vital flexibility and support for 
working parents.

I look forward to welcoming  
you through our doors soon  
and providing an insight into  
all that we offer.

Mrs Clare Mackie 

A warm welcome...

At Dulwich Cranbrook, every child is 
furnished with the skills and confidence  
to develop and grow, empowering them to 
steer their own unique educational pathway.



Specialised learning
English will continue to be 
taught by their Form Teacher, 
ensuring that crucial member 
of staff knows your child as a 
learner and as an individual. But 
for other subjects, children will 
learn to organise themselves, 
moving between specialist 
teachers and classrooms. 

Not only does this provide 
greater opportunity for 
specialised learning, it also gives 
children the chance to flourish, 
developing an increased sense of 
confidence and self-reliance.

These new challenges and 
opportunities will provide plenty 
of inspiration, carefully balanced 
with thoughtful individualised 
support. 

Children’s academic progress 
and pastoral welfare will 
continue to be overseen by their 
Head of Prep, Mrs Mackie, their 
Head of Year, and their Form 
Teacher – who will provide a 
crucial link between their life at 
home and school. 

Every child in Year 5 will also 
be assigned a Year 8 or 9 student, 
to act as their mentor. Children 
who are new to the school will 
also be assigned a ‘buddy’ in 
their own year, to ensure they 
find their way around in the first 
few days.

We set high expectations of 
every child, according to their 
ability, and aim to inspire and 
support them in equal measure. 

Ultimately, our aim is to help 
children develop into confident 
and well-rounded young people 

– equipped with the skills and 
confidence they need to pursue 
their passions as they forge their 
own educational path.

LIFE IN UPPER PREP 

Exciting new challenges
Whether children are progressing from Little Stream or 
joining us from another school, life in Upper Prep will be 
full of exciting new challenges.

With access to a large-scale performance theatre, three 
specialist Science laboratories, and a Design Technology 
computer room and workshop – Upper Prep life will feed 
their natural curiosity, see them grow in confidence, and 
create a feeling of excitement around their studies.



Mixed ability forms
Pupils in Upper Prep are mostly 
taught in their mixed ability 
forms (with the exception of 
Mathematics). 

Maths sets are based on children’s 
classwork and assessment results, 
and they may move between sets 
during the course of each year at 
the discretion of their teachers.

Children who may benefit from 
English Development are given 
the opportunity to do so, in lieu 
of Latin or Spanish.

Moving into Year 5
When children move into  
Year 5, parents will be invited  
to meet with Mrs Mackie to 
receive guidance on Senior 
School options for their child. 
Many parents wish their children 
to continue with us into our 
Senior School. Some students  
will sit the Kent Test for entry 
into local Grammar Schools  
at 11+. 

A small number wish their  
child to be prepared for  
age-standardised ISEB  
Pre-Tests, prior to entry to  
other Independent Senior 
Schools in Years 7 or 9.

Regardless of what path you 
choose, we will give your child  
our full support in preparing 
them for success. 

This includes providing extra 
Masterclasses for pupils who 
require extension, or who 
need additional support in the 
run-up to internal or external 
examinations.   

INDIVIDUALISED APPROACH



Wellbeing
We conduct weekly pastoral 
meetings, where any concerns 
can be raised and appropriate 
actions swiftly implemented.

Pupils may seek support from 
a number of trusted people – 
including teachers, teaching 
assistants, buddies, mentors, 
medical staff, and staff from 
external organisations. 

Our on-site counsellors from 
Place2Be provide valuable 
support for children who would 
benefit from additional time to 
talk. 

And our iSpace Wellbeing 
programme is embedded in the 
curriculum, equipping children 
with the skills and language they 
need talk about and manage 
their feelings.

Parent dialogue
We keep an open dialogue with 
parents about every aspect of 
their child’s development and 
wellbeing. Parents are invited to 
attend Parents’ Evening towards 
the end of the Autumn term. 

In the Spring term, they receive 
a school report and grade sheet 
following mid-year exams. And 
an additional end-of-year report 
follows the end of year exams in 
the Summer term. 

Standardised testing is carried 
out throughout the academic 
year, and parents are invited to 
discuss their child’s progress on 
a regular basis. This may be with 
the Form Teacher, Head of Prep, 
or Deputy Head (Academic). 

Your first point of contact 
is usually your child’s Form 
Teacher. If necessary, they may 
involve the Head of Year or 
Head of Prep. 

Parents are also encouraged 
to attend our regular coffee 
mornings, providing less formal 
opportunities to chat to staff. 

NURTURING ENVIRONMENT

The wellbeing of  
our children is our  
top priority and 
underpins all that  
we do.

Our Library and dedicated 
Librarian encourage 
independence among the older 
year groups – using books as a 
means of immersion and social 
interaction, encouraging the 
children to read, share their 
ideas, and develop their own 
thoughts.  

The English department creates 
reading circles from Year 6, 
in which ideas are developed, 
discussed, and brought to life. 

Children receive study skills 
sessions from Year 5 – which 
incorporate touch-typing, 
comprehension, handwriting 
and elements of revision.

Art, Design Technology, Drama, 
Music, ICT and Science are all 
taught in dedicated, purpose-
built teaching spaces, specifically 
designed to inspire and appeal  
to children’s natural curiosity.

Weekly Computer Science 
lessons are timetabled for  
all children 

Likewise, weekly Drama lessons 
– in addition to participating in 
LAMDA (London Academy of 
Music & Dramatic Art) exams. 

Children enjoy two Music 
lessons each week – in addition 
to a year group choir lesson in 
our performance theatre.

Sport is integral to our offer 
– making use of our excellent 
sporting facilities (Astro-pitch, 
swimming pool, tennis courts, 
athletics track etc.) Children  
will have two double Games  
and one PE lesson each week,  
in addition to games/matches  
on a Wednesday afternoon.

Specialist Languages lessons 
include French in Year 5, and 
French, Latin, and Spanish  
in Year 6.

Additional subjects taught 
by specialist teachers include 
Geography, History, Religious 
Studies, and Science.

SPECIALIST TEACHING

The majority of our 
subjects are taught  
by specialist teachers, 
in dedicated spaces.



In Years 5 and 6, we start to 
sow the seeds for future careers 

– organising specialist trips 
according to the interests of each 
cohort, and the opportunities 
which arise through our links 
with external organisations  
and schools. 

As much as possible, we look 
to bring academic and creative 
subjects together – enriching 
the curriculum, while engaging 
young creative minds to  
make experiences both fun  
and relevant.

Recent trips, visits  
& workshops include:
– Kidenza Concerts 
– Orchestral Workshops 
– Wealden Times Fair 
– Taiko Drumming workshops 
– Ceramics Workshops 
– Visiting Authors 
– �Visits from the Young 

Shakespeare Company

Year 5
Our extensive Outdoor 
Education programme for 
Upper Prep begins in Year 5 – 
with our Big Camp at the start 
of the Autumn Term. 

The whole year gathers around 
the camp fire and sleeps under 
canvas in the school grounds, 
before participating in a range 
of outdoor activities the next day, 
from archery to problem-solving 
outdoor Art and DT challenges.

In line with our topic on the 
Tudors, students visit Penshurst 
Place – a Tudor house owned 
by Henry VIII (where Wolf 
Hall was filmed) and explore the 
amazing adventure playground.

Year 6
In Year 6, pupils travel to  
Hindleap Warren in West 
Sussex for a few nights, where 
they enjoy an extensive 
programme of teamwork 
activities outdoors in the 
Ashdown Forest, including 
adventure walks, mining,  
and climbing. 

Pupils participate in an Enquiry 
Week, themed around where our 
food comes from and involving 
trips to a local farm.

An additional trip to Kent & 
East Sussex Railway combines 
STEM and History to provide 
an evacuation experience  
(1930s and into the War) 

And a trip to The Globe Theatre 
brings their learning about 
Shakespeare to life.

THE EXTENDED CLASSROOM

LEARNING SUPPORT
Every child in Years 5 and 6 
will receive Universal Support 
with their learning. And where 
required, Additional Support 
will be provided according to 
each child’s needs.

In Year 5, Learning Support is 
coordinated by Alice Coleman 
– Head of Learning Support for 
Prep School. In Year 6, children 
will be looked after by the 
Senior School Learning Support 
Team, in order to facilitate exam 
access arrangements as necessary 
and ensure a smooth transition 
into our Senior School.

Our Learning Support staff 
will devise support timetables 
for children in each year group, 
and teach all the children who 
require Additional Support.

Examples of provision include 
small separate spelling groups 
during English lessons, small-
group or 1 to 1 interventions 
during core subjects, and  
8.20am to 8.40am sessions, 
which include targeted Maths 
and English interventions, as 
well as sensory circuit activities.



We aim to make our extended 
day care offer as flexible as 
possible, in order to meet the 
needs of working parents. 

Breakfast Club from 7.15am

Day Prep at no extra charge 
from 4.15pm to 5.30pm  
each day

Day Prep and Tea this option 
includes either supervised  
day prep or a club, followed  
by tea in the dining room from  
5.30pm until 6pm

Day Boarding available until 
8pm each evening. Children  
may either go to an after-school 
club or spend time in the 
boarding house. 

Tea is served from 5.30pm to 
6pm. Prep is supervised by  
an academic member of staff 
from 6pm until 7pm and 
boarding activities continue 
until pick-up, by 8pm.

Our morning and afternoon 
bus service provides that extra 
bit of support to busy families, 
particularly those who may  
live slightly further away  
from school.

Personal growth
Whether it’s through our 
inspiring selection of after-
school clubs, our regular  
concerts, or academic 
enrichment opportunities like 
Leaders of the Future – we give 
every child the opportunity 
and encouragement they need 
to develop into well-rounded, 
confident young people. 

Leaders of the future
Through our School Council, 
Food Council, and Eco Council 
– every child can have their 
say on the things that matter 
most to them, and develop the 
confidence to know that their 
voice will be heard. 

We also run guided sessions 
(e.g. in Form time) where 
children learn to exchange views 
and listen to others’ opinions 
respectfully, often in response to 
a conundrum they’ve been asked 
to resolve collaboratively.

EXTENDED DAY CARE 
& PERSONAL GROWTH

Performance experience
We give every child the 
opportunity to perform – 
helping them to develop 
confidence, individuality, 
and a sense of pride in their 
achievements. 

Year 5 perform their showcase  
in the Summer term, and  
Year 6 towards the end of 
Autumn term. 

We also run two musical 
performances each term in  
our informal concert space, 
which includes both solo and 
ensemble pieces. 

And the highlight of our music 
calendar – our Whole School 
Concerts – take place in  
our main theatre space twice  
a year, in the Autumn and 
Summer terms.

WOW moments
Whether it’s our annual Fizz  
& Quiz evening for Years 5 and 
6, our WOW Fest line-up of 
visiting speakers, workshops,  
and performances, or community 
events such as our Christmas 
Fair – we go the extra mile to 
create ‘wow’ moments for  
the children and ensure that  
no two years are the same at 
Dulwich Cranbrook.

After-school clubs
We offer an exciting after- 
school clubs programme,  
mostly provided without 
additional charge. 

These clubs help children 
explore new experiences, 
discover what things they 
enjoy most, and allow them  
to extend their interests 
further. Favourites include:

– Drama 
– Art 
– Craft 
– Music 
– Coding 
– Animation 
– Rubix Cube 
– War Games 
– Sport 
– Triathlon 
– Gardening 
– Eco 
– Chess 
– Lego 
– Sewing 
– DT 
– Fencing 
– Ballet 
– Tennis 
– Yoga



CHANGEMAKERS
Dulwich Cranbrook have a history of  
fostering the unique talents and abilities  
of every single child we care for. 

Join our changemakers
For more information or  
to arrange a personal visit  
to our wonderful school,  
please get in touch.

Contact
Dulwich Cranbrook 
Coursehorn, Cranbrook  
Kent TN17 3NP

01580 712179 
life@dulwichcranbrook.org
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